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“It’s not easy being green,” was the long-time mantra of a small fuzzy Muppet frog and developers of all sizes.  But no longer.  Although Kermit the Frog may still be green, developers are finding it easier and more economical to incorporate “green” building and site designs into their projects.  


In a broad sense, “green” projects are those that are more environmentally sensitive and have sustainable design practices.  Green design can involve solar panels, roof gardens, reuse of existing materials or reuse of road pavement.


In this issue we hope to give you some insight into how developers and homeowners alike can “be Green”. 


Green tip…


Every time it rains, water runs off of your house, yard and paving. That water will eventually end up in rivers, lakes or oceans, and on its journey it can pick up a variety of pollutants. What starts as clean rainwater can end up contaminating our waterways. 


Rain gardens are a great and beautiful way to reduce this problem.  A rain garden is pretty much the same as a regular garden but with several key differences:
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The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











  


Developers, engineers and planners are now looking for more cost effective and environmentally friendly alternatives to the traditional stormwater management systems.  These traditional systems concentrate runoff into sewers and deliver it to a basins or ponds for the treatment at the end of a pipe.  





Low Impact Development seeks to create multiple, smaller watersheds on a site and treat the runoff close to the source in smaller structures.  (Massachusetts Low Impact Development Toolkit Fact Sheet #1)





The principles of Low Impact Development include:


 


identifying environmentally sensitive areas on a site and designing the development around those area; 


minimizing runoff by using narrower roadways and smaller parking areas; 


using low-cost alternatives to expensive piping, such as rain gardens and vegetated areas for infiltration; 


creating multi-tasking areas that function as open-space, wildlife habitats, and snow storage in addition of stormwater treatment.
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 Low Impact Development – A New Approach to Stormwater Design
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We’ve Moved!  Come visit us at our new location—the Old Town Hall.  Former member and chairman Roland Laprade and his assistant Moe worked hard over the past months to create a beautiful new space for our office.  Stop by during our regular office hours and say “hello”.


























One of the easiest and most cost effective Low Impact Design features is the reduction of roadway pavement.  Less impervious surface requires less stormwater runoff treatment, costing the developer less in both road and drainage construction.  A landscaped island in the middle of a cul-de-sac can provide not only much needed green space, but can act as a rain garden—a vegetated area that naturally retains and filters Stormwater. 





A more cutting-edge option in a Low Impact Design, that has yet to be seen in Bellingham, is the green roof.  Green roofs are planted with hardy, drought resistant plants that create a natural buffer to filter and hold stormwater.  A green roof also helps to insulate the roof, thus reducing heating and cooling costs.  





Although some standard roadway design requirements may need to be waived by the Planning Board in order promote a Low Impact project, the improvement to the environment and stormwater management are often considered a benefit to the project and the Town.















































The Low Down on Green Living








Low Impact Design  con’t





So You Wanna Know (more)  About…








ON THE SIDE:


What is Sustainability?





“Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."�Brundtland Commission 


"The ability of society to continue functioning into the future without being forced into decline through exhaustion or overloading of the key resource on which that system depends." American Institute of Architects


"A balance that accommodates human needs without diminishing the health and productivity of natural systems." HOK (architecture and engineering firm)





























Websites:


Massachusetts Low Impact Design Toolkit


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mapc.org/lid" ��http://www.mapc.org/lid�





U.S. Green Building Council (for LEED Certification Information)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usgbc.org" ��http://www.usgbc.org�





Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (Green Building Links)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nesea.org/buildings/links" ��http://www.nesea.org/buildings/links�





Low Impact Living �(tips on Green Living)


� HYPERLINK "http://lowimpactliving.com" ��http://lowimpactliving.com�





Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (Smart Growth Toolkit)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mass.gov/envir/sgtk" ��http://www.mass.gov/envir/sgtk�





Low Impact Development Center (Non-profit dedicated to research, development, and training for water resource and natural resource protection issues)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org" ��http://www.lowimpactdevelopment.org�




















…The Shoppes at Bellingham. 


The review for the Shoppes at Bellingham, the proposal for the “lifestyle center” located behind The Home Depot, is proceeding slowly.  Several hearings have taken place during the fall and early spring concerning the overall project, traffic and some environmental issues, but much information still has to be discussed.


The project, which requires 3 permits from the Planning Board and one from the Conservation Commission, is complicated by the fact that the viability of the project depends on  MassHighway undertaking a reconstruction of the 495 southbound interchange.  In addition, the size of the project requires an Environmental Impact Report to be submitted to the Massachusetts Environmental Protection Agency (a Draft report has been recently submitted, but not finalized).  


At the time of submission in May 2007, it was thought that the proposed bypass road would be brought to the Fall 2007 Town Meeting.  At this time, the town vote on the bypass road has been put off for an undefined period as the permitting process appears to be taking longer than originally anticipated. 


A fiscal analysis consultant has been retained by the Planning Board to closely examine the costs and benefits to the Town. 


The next Planning Board discussion of the project is scheduled for June 26, 2008 at 7:05 PM in the Arcand Meeting room of the Municipal Center.  We anticipate discussion will focus on the fiscal impacts of the project and site issues.


  











                                   



































Check meeting agendas and past minutes at our website:





 � HYPERLINK "http://www.bellinghamma.org/planning" ��www.bellinghamma.org/planning�








For Additional Information





The LEED program (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) focuses on new construction and REGREEN (a best practice guide for sustainable home improvement projects) focuses on improving existing homes.  REGREEN is the most eco-smart thing you can do to improve your existing home rather than build a new one from the ground up. Renovation generally takes less energy, fewer resources and generates less trash than a new-build project.


The REGREEN guidelines are quite intuitive as they go through each room of the house such as the bedroom, kitchen, basement, etc. and highlight what eco-smart considerations should be included such as using FSC certified woods, EnergyStar appliances, non-toxic paints and sealers, etc.  


So whether you want to start small or jump right into “Being Green”, there are several different ways to begin.  Both links below will give you more information on LEED and REGREEN.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.greenhomeguide.org" ��www.greenhomeguide.org�


� HYPERLINK "www.lowimpactliving.com" ��www.lowimpactliving.com�




















� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.wsdevelopment.com/images/Properties/28/photo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���














































































































A Special thanks and congratulations to Mary Chaves for her 3 years of service as the Planning Board Coordinator and for her new election to the  Board of Selectmen.  thanks in 2008 to the Planning Board Staff’s senior helpers, Mary Egon and Mary DeBonise.  Both Mary’s put in their 100 hours with good cheer and hard work.  It is very much appreciated.






































We just celebrated Earth Day on April 22, 2008; however, there are ways to make Earth Day everyday with these Helpful Hints on going Green!


	
































The State has recently approved new Stormwater Management guidelines, which we are working to incorporate into our  own Stormwater regulations.  





Please visit the Planning Board website or click the link below to view the new Stormwater Management and Erosion Control Handbook. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bellinghamma.org/Planning/final%20stormwater%205.1.08.pdf" ��http://www.bellinghamma.org/Planning/final%20stormwater%205.1.08.pdf�





For information on the new State guidelines, you can go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/policies.htm#storm" ��http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/laws/policies.htm#storm�.



















































































About Our Organization…
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�– It contains plants that can deal with being “soaked” every once in awhile,�– It is strategically located to intercept water coming from your property, and�– It is specially designed to drain any stored water over a several day period.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://tbn0.google.com/images?q=tbn:ZKM9c1csAT8J:glasscityjungle.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2007/10/kermit-the-frog.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








A Look Ahead 








We’re on the Web!


Visit us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bellinghamma.org/planning" ��www.bellinghamma.org/planning�








2 Mechanic Street


Bellingham, MA 02019





Phone:


(508) 657-2892





Fax:


(508) 966-2317





E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:PlanningBoard@Bellinghamma.org" ��PlanningBoard@Bellinghamma.org�





HOURS:


Tuesday and Thursday 


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM


Friday


9 AM – 1 PM











Let us know what you think!





Send or email your thoughts and we may print your letter in the next issue.





Bellingham Planning Board

















Each new year the Planning Board expects to be presented with special challenges and unexpected happenings.  We are now in spring of 2008 which is shaping up to be a very busy year.  





The Planning Board schedule of public hearings will be busier then ever with some large projects still on the books and some still to be submitted.  Expect that The Shoppes at Bellingham will span much of 2008 as the Board tries to navigate through the issues and impacts of the project to provide the best decision for Bellingham. 





Maple Street will take on a more recreational slant as indoor/outdoor soccer fields and baseball/softball facilities look to build on a portion of the former EMC parcel.  For those mechanically inclined, an indoor motocross practice arena  is also anticipated to be heard by the Board. 





As required by the Bellingham Charter, the Planning Board has begun a review of the Master Plan, something which the Charter requires to happen every 10 years.  The current Master Plan was approved in 1998 and much has changed since that time.  The Board expects that the Master Plan review will take many months and require the input of not only Town officials, but the public as well.  Look for visioning sessions, where public input is critical, to be posted on the Town of Bellingham website and other local media outlets.





Other planning initiatives to be undertaken by the Board include the review of a roadway Master Plan for the Maple/S. Maple and Mechanic Streets intersection.  At the joint request of the Department of Public Works and the Planning Board, a consultant was asked to examine this area for improvements to help the traffic flow more smoothly through this intersection.  





As always, the Board looks to each New Year to improve upon the previous year’s efforts at communication and public awareness.  The new offices already have provided a friendly and cheerful environment and handicap accessibility.  Look for the agendas to include project street address to provide non-abutters with the location of projects not directly near them.  A newly designed Town website should make it easier to navigate through the information that we have posted, such as minutes and agendas.




















Rendering of The Shoppes at Bellingham

















When we hear the term “Green Living” or going “Green” a few thoughts come to mind.  How can I go Green and where do I begin?  All you need to do is make some small changes to impact the environment.  For instance recycling is one of the easiest and most effective ways to help out.  





Recycling is easy and only requires a plastic bin to start.  Below is the link to the DPW’s recycling tips and scheduling:








� HYPERLINK "http://www.bellinghamma.org/DPW/recyclejuly2007.pdf" ��www.bellinghamma.org/DPW/recyclejuly2007.pdf�























�For those of you who want to expand on your Green living lifestyle,  there are the LEED and REGREEN programs.


























Many thanks in 2008 to the Planning Board Staff’s senior helpers, Mary Egon and Mary DeBonise.  Both Mary’s put in their 100 hours with good cheer and hard work.  It is very much appreciated.





















