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As part of the Master Plan 2008 update, a survey was created to poll
residents about various issues in Bellingham.  Many surveys were returned with comments.  
Below is a sample of the type of feedback that we have received and our responses.  
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Clue:    All of the answers  are mentioned in  the newsletter.  


What is a Master Plan you ask?





A master plan is a comprehensive but flexible strategy that describes


and maps the overall long-term development of an area in order


to achieve a cohesive and desired vision. A master plan puts ideas and goals to paper to help a community work toward a common vision. There is a fine line between growing a community and doing it too fast.  If a town is not careful it will grow too rapidly, be left with vacant and deteriorated buildings, unsightly signs and a change in the social dynamic.





Bellingham has had several Master Plans since the 1960s. The 1998 Master Plan is now being updated as required in the Charter.





The Master Plan was created to serve as the Town’s primary policy statement on future development in Bellingham. The process involves the assessment of current trends relative to the environment, population, demographics, housing and economic opportunity.





The Planning Board established a Master Plan Task Force to take on the duties of preparing a draft                                                                       updated plan.  The Task Force includes representatives from various town boards and departments, including the Board of Selectmen, Housing Authority, Parks Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and Conservation Commission.  





Some changes that Task Force members need to consider when drafting their recommendations include the change in designated wetlands.  In 1971 the Town had 2.9% of fresh wetlands; in 2005 there was an increase to 10.7%.  Of the approximately 12,000 acres in Bellingham, there is only about 4,000+ acres remaining developable land.*  �


The preparation of the updated Master Plan will span much of �2009 and will include several public meeting visioning sessions (dates to be determined).  The Board looks to the public for your input and thoughts as no one knows the Town better!





*statistics obtained from Main Street GIS, LLC Land Use Statistics Map���














The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











What made you apply for the Associates Position?


I thought this would be a great opportunity to get involved


in the community.  I have always been fascinated with zoning bylaws as well as development.  Planning is a great combination of the two.





Tell me about yourself and what you hope to bring to 


the Planning Board?


I hope to bring a voice of the residents; an opinion.  I feel that the Board values my opinion and I thank them for that.





What do you feel are the biggest challenges facing Bellingham in terms of development?


According to the residents it is traffic; but I feel proper development reaches much further than that.  There are many aspects of the community that development affect.  Some positive. Some negative. I think the biggest challenge is educating the community about the planning process and development.
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•	Bellingham’s Master Plan
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 Low Impact Development – A New Approach to Stormwater Design
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“I’d like to see recreation areas NOT on school grounds.  As it stands now most, if not all recreation areas are only available to the community after school hours; this leaves a large part of the day with few places for seniors and families with young children to go to.





A new playground at Silver Lake will be open in May 2009.  A group of dedicated parents with the same concern worked with the Town for several years to find a viable location.  Additionally, the Town Common has a playground and a nice walking path with benches located along the way.














“If I can find my [trash] barrels…I consider myself lucky.  When I come home from work I have to pick up trash that was left all over the road and the neighbor’s yards.”





The Town contracts out to Allied Waste (which recently merged with Republic Services) for waste management.  Questions about service can be directed to either the Allied Auburn Service Center or to the DPW staff (508-966-5816) who is always in radio contact and can address immediate concerns.  





The Town is also looking at the use of new larger covered trash and recycling receptacles.  These bins would prevent debris from flying out of the bins and 





  








So You Wanna Know About…








What were your expectations and how are they different?


I enjoy the fact that although the process is always the same every project has its own uniqueness.  No two are really the same that keeps it interesting!





What do you think the priorities of the Board are at this time?


I think the priorities of any town Board should be safety, the Board should always consider what is the best for the Town residents and businesses alike, whether it be property values, quality of life, etc.





How do you think the Town can keep ahead of the impact of development?


I think the right approach to development is it’s going to happen you can’t stop it.  Some residents feel things should never change but they are going to.  You have to try to minimize the impacts and intelligently sort out the good from the bad.  Sometimes it boils down to the better of two evils.   

















Portola Springs is a residential village featuring new homes in Irvine, CA and was honored for its


innovative planning and design excellence as “Master Planned Community of the Year" during the prestigious 45th Annual Gold Nugget Awards 


ceremony.





The Gold Nugget is one of the real estate industry's highest honors and marks creative achievement and excellence in land use, planning and architectural design for residential, retail and commercial industrial


developments throughout 14 western states.





The master planned community of Portola Springs is surrounded by natural beauty, capturing the same spirit of adventure that drew explorer Gasper de Portola more than two centuries ago. Portola Springs offers over 20 miles of picturesque trails. 





Residents can discover portions of this historically significant area on foot or bicycle, and some trails also permit equestrian use. Portola Springs’ residents also enjoy 100 acres of natural habitat.


Every day, residents can go out their front doors and onto the trails within five to 10 minutes, walking, jogging or riding their bikes to discover all the special destinations that make Portola Springs such a wonderful place to live.





In addition to Portola Springs' Gold Nugget award, the city of Irvine was recently recognized as the Safest Big City in America


by the FBI and was rated as one of the best places to live in the U.S. by Money Magazine.


���

















…Maple Street


If you have been following our meetings, �you may have noticed that Maple Street seems to be taking on a recreational feel of sorts.


The Planning Board has approved two new projects that tap two very popular, but completely opposite, recreational sports.





Soccer Fields 


LIG Athletic Fields and Sports Complex is a state of the art soccer facility with 6 outdoor NCAA regulation sized fields.  


The indoor facility is approximately 268,028 square feet, including two full sized indoor soccer fields and 3 basketball courts.  


There will also be locker rooms for the athletes, a snack bar, party room, and an arcade. 


 


Motocross


MX365 Indoor Motocross Arena is a 68,400 square foot indoor motorcycle practice facility.  Only members will be allowed to ride the course and store their bikes in the designated storage area.  


MX365 is slated to be a 24/7 facility with spectator viewing areas and lockers rooms for both men and women.  


                                   
































Planning Board Meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of every month.


Check meeting agendas and past minutes at our website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.bellinghamma.org/Pages/BellinghamMA_Planning/index" ��www.bellinghamma.org/Pages/BellinghamMA_Planning/index�














A Unique Award Winning Master Plan





�              �




















     *** Quick Fact ***


“Bicycling is good for communities, great for health and a solution to many of our most pressing societal and environmental problems. It also contributes to the U.S. economy through bike and equipment sales as well as tourism dollars. Facts, figures, and scientific studies that affirm these benefits bolster our efforts to increase support for bicycling.”


            **Quote taken from the �             Bikes Belong Coalition





Q & A with the Town Planner….





















































�Sample bike rack to be installed at Silver Lake and Little League fields.












































Sample 


Trash and


Recycling 


Bins.











     











sidewalk criteria to gift to the Town the cost of the sidewalk that should have been built to help construct sidewalks elsewhere in Town.  


�





“I enjoy living here and raising my family here.  However, my one complaint is with the downtown/center of town.  I believe it was very poorly planned and no effort to improve it.”





“The intersection by Walgreen’s is completely unacceptable.  The timing of the lights does not allow for proper flow of traffic.”





The intersections at the center of Town have involved extensive planning to relieve traffic.  The current situation is not the final, ideal design to improve all traffic movements, but this interim design has improved the safety for the northbound vehicles on South Main and congestion of North Main evening commute.  Mitigation funds from the JPI, Dunkin Donuts warehouse and Walgreen’s projects allowed the Town to construct these interim improvements, but there is not enough money to finish the design or acquire the land needed for widening.  Without a major source of funding (Town Capital funds or private mitigation money) we can’t even get started in the State Funding (TIP) Process.  As part of their mitigation package, The Shoppes at Bellingham is proposing provide the funds necessary complete the intersection improvements.  



































A special thanks to those who took the time to take our Master Plan Survey! 


We received over 3,500 responses.



































The Town has an opportunity to purchase new bike racks and get a 100% reimbursement for the purchase cost through a program sponsored by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC).  


The Town plans to install new racks in the following locations: the Municipal Center, Silver Lake on Cross Street, the girl’s softball complex on High Street and the Little League complex on Harpin Street. 


We are hopeful that the racks will be able to be installed by late spring to early summer. 



















































































About Our Organization…
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Meet the Members:    Associate Member - John Sexton
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A Look Ahead 
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2 Mechanic Street


Bellingham, MA 02019





Phone:


(508) 657-2893





Fax:


(508) 966-2317





E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:PlanningBoard@Bellinghamma.org" ��PlanningBoard@Bellinghamma.org�





         HOURS:


Tuesday and Thursday 


8:30 AM – 3:30 PM


Friday


9 AM – 1 PM





Let us know what you think!





Send or email your thoughts and we may print your letter in the next issue.





Bellingham Planning Board

















Each new year the Planning Board expects to be presented with special challenges and unexpected happenings.  We are now entering the Spring of 2009 with a much needed respite from the demands of a very hectic 2008.  The lull in project reviews is providing us with a great opportunity to take on the planning tasks that had been put on hold due to our busy schedule.  


�Supporting the Master Plan Task Force is currently a major priority for the Planning Board.  





We will also be examining our Zoning By-laws and Subdivision Regulations to make improvements in the review process and look for ways to expedite permitting for smaller projects. 





Although fewer projects are being brought forward in the short term, long term planning is still occurring.  Developers are coming into the Planning Office with thoughts of a better economy in a few years.  These potential projects will have more of an environmental awareness than in the past.  Emphasis is being put on stormwater management, alternative energy and landscaping.  





There will still be projects of all sizes being reviewed. Expect that The Shoppes at Bellingham will continue to dominate 2009 as the Board tries to navigate through the issues and impacts of the project to provide the best decision for Bellingham. 





Projects that received approval in the late summer and early fall have broken ground and begun construction, including the Best Buy warehouse on Depot Street and the motocross arena on Maple Street.  The Walgreen’s at Crooks Corner is anticipated to start construction this spring.  
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MAPC Bike Rack Parking Program
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create a uniform appearance along the roads.  The Town hopes to be able to provide two bins to each residence by the summer of 2010.





�








“Many people walk, jog or bicycle on Rte.126.  There are sections of this busy road that have no sidewalks which cause these people to unsafely walk partly in the street or have to go on to residents’ yards.  Any plans to upgrade this?”





Sidewalk construction is very expensive, at about $100 per foot, and during these economic times there just isn’t enough money in the budget for new sidewalks.  However, it is a priority in the updated 2008 Master Plan, which will include future goals to provide sidewalks along all major roadways and to purchase two trackless tractors to allow for snow removal, sweeping and other sidewalk maintenance.  The Planning Board has considered adding a provision to the Subdivision Rules and Regulations that would require developers who ask for a waiver from the 



















