                                                                                                                
Council on Aging Meeting December 9, 2025 (presented on January 13, 2026)
The scheduled December meeting of the Council on Aging was held at the Bellingham Senior Center. Chairperson Kay Page called the meeting to order at 11:06 am.  The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance to the flag followed by a moment of silence.  All members of the Board were present with the exception of Ming Ming He, Member at Large, Wendy Wright, Member at Large and Tina Arsenault, Associate Member.  6 persons from the public were also present.  
Secretary's Report (Brenda Griffin):  Motion to accept minutes was made by David Dunbar, and               seconded by Glenna Laverdiere with unanimous approval by the board. 	
Treasurer's Report (David Dunbar):
Monthly general fund financial report:  Town-37.73% of $334,851.00 spent as of 12-2-2025
· Gas heat $521.91 
· Office Equipment & Contracts $436.05
· Professional Services $11.90                             
· Janitorial Services $348.19 
· Office Supplies $2,198.36 ($2188.41 was W.B. Mason Co, Inc. (toners for printers and office supplies)
· Operating Supplies & Equipment $322.29

· COA Gift Fund-current balance of $27,119.00
· Supportive Day -current balance of $36,422.27
· Elderly Recreation-current balance of $8,391.47
· Kitchen Fund-Starting FY26 with $0.  Current balance -$19.16 Almost breaking even which is the goal.  Lots of tips in the tip jar during breakfast today which goes into income from the event.
Motion to accept the Treasurer's report was made by Glenna Laverdiere, and seconded by Brenda Griffin with unanimous approval by the board.
Chairman’s Report (Kay Page):
· Reminder for the COA & BESG Christmas Party this Thursday.  We are fully registered and registration is closed.
· Thank you to all the volunteers over the past year.  We could not have done all that we did without your wonderful support.
· Age & Dementia Friendly Program last evening had 22 participants (we’d planned for 40 but the weather was very cold).  It was a lovely night-the food was delicious and the presentation was excellent.  One patron from the library staff, specifically commented that the information from the survey was wonderful.
· Pat Goodall passed away yesterday.  Please keep her and her family in your thoughts and prayers.  She was previously the president of BESG, was an integral part of that group and was also responsible for making all the favors and centerpieces.

Director's Report (Lisa Loo for Josie Dutil-Executive Director): November 2025 Summary – Presented at December 9th, 2025 Meeting 
HIGHLIGHTS 
Feels like we were just here for our November meeting – time is flying by so fast. We kicked off the month of November with our very successful, 20th annual Craft Fair and closed it out with a huge attendance at our November/December birthday party. Sadly, we said goodbye to Chef Steve who has taken on a new job as a school bus driver in Woonsocket. He will be greatly missed. Grateful for the hard work by all of our senior volunteers that continue to support our kitchen operations! 


UPCOMING EVENTS-PROJECTS-SIGNUPS-NOTICES 
• Sign up for Learn to Paint and go home with your own masterpiece - $25 covers it all, no need for you 
to bring any supplies. Takes place tomorrow, December 10th from 1-3pm. 


• Looking forward to our annual Christmas Party on Thursday, December 11th at noon – hopefully you’ve already signed up! Can’t wait to see what surprises are in store for those who attend.  


• Patrick Durkin will be entertaining this Friday at 11:30am – come singalong. 


• On the 18th we will host a Yankee Swap in Rainbow Café – all are welcome to participate. $10 gift

 
• Alex Connolly will entertain us on Friday, the 19th – pretty sure some Christmas Carols will be on her 
playlist. 


• The Senior Center will be closed on Thursdays, the 25th and January 1st but open for business on the 
26th and January 2nd.  

Kitchen Update – we are looking for a part time chef, 7-10 hours weekly right now but with plans to build up to about 15 hours weekly.  A sincere goodbye to Steve who did a wonderful job.  He took a position in Woonsocket as a school bus driver.

Building Update – the town approved $10,000 to repair siding on our building and Tim Aicardi is trying to get us new Pell window frame kits. He reached out to the company last year for 2 windows that were giving us issues, but he is now reaching out so that we can replace all of the window mechanisms as they are original with the construction of the building and look very weathered. 

BESG Update (Jim Fitzpatrick President):
· This Friday (12/12) Santa will visit Supportive Day Care
· December 19 and 20th will be the deliveries to town patrons
· December 30 is the New Year’s Eve party starting at 12 noon.


Other Business /Public Segment /New ideas:
Tsune Roberts:  Please be aware of a TikTok Challenge.  Last week there was a loud bang on our front door that damaged the outside door.  A camera from a neighbor’s house across the street videoed the 6 teenage boys, which the police have identified.  Please text your neighbors and others to be aware of this online challenge.  Encourage them to keep the outside lights on and door cameras active.  There was an incident in the US where the homeowner was so alarmed they shot through the door and killed the teenager.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:27 on a motion by Glenna Laverdiere, seconded by David Dunbar                      with unanimous approval by the board.       
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Griffin-secretary
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