
RARE SPECIES / CORE HABITAT
Areas critical to the long-term conservation and  
persistence of rare species, exemplary in natural 
communities, and resilient ecosystems.
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VERNAL POOL CORE
High quality individual vernal pools,  
clusters of pools that function as habitat 
complexes,and surrounding uplands.
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LARGEST CORE HABITAT IN BELLINGHAM 
IS THE DEVELOPMENT AREA
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BY-LAW 240-25 CRITERIA

•  Traffic flow and safety;
•  Adequacy of utilities and other public services;
•  Neighborhood character and social structures;
•  Qualities of the natural environment;
•  Potential fiscal impact.

BY-LAW 240-108 DECISION 

•  Impact on the natural environment, especially on ground and surface water quality and level.
•  Impacts on traffic safety and congestion, adequacy of water service, and need for school facilities.
•  Impacts on the visual environment through preservation or displacement of visual assets, and  
   consistency with existing development in area.




