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TOWN MEETING GLOSSARY 
 

 

CHERRY SHEET A financial statement from the State that 

itemizes State aid and assessments to the 

Town. 

 

ENTERPRISE FUND A fund where expenditures are restricted 

for operating, capital and debt costs of a 

particular service (such as water, sewer 

and trash).  It allows a community to 

recover the total costs of a service through 

user fees or the user fees may be 

supplemented by taxation.  The budget for 

an enterprise fund is not autonomous, it 

must be voted annually at Town Meeting.  

An enterprise fund balance can be carried 

over from year to year. 

 

FISCAL YEAR The Town operates on a fiscal year that 

begins on July 1and ends on June 30. 

 

     FREE CASH        Funds certified by the state as appropriated in  

         previous years but not expended.  It can result  

         from higher than anticipated revenue receipts  

         and/or lower than anticipated expenditures. 

 

OVERLAY RESERVE A Board of Assessors fund used to cover 

tax abatements and statutory exemptions. 

 

     RESERVE FUND      A Finance Committee fund used for   

         extraordinary and unforeseen expenditures  

         during the year. 

 

REVOLVING FUND A fund created to allow specific programs 

to use fees collected to defray the expenses 

of the program.  A revolving fund does not 

have to be appropriated each year.  

However, the fund does have to be 

reauthorized annually at Town Meeting. 
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ARTICLE  6.  CONVEYANCES AND EASEMENTS 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept by gift and/or 

purchase conveyances or easements for sewers, water lines, retaining walls and streets, and 

to raise and appropriate by taxation, by transfer from available funds, by borrowing or 

otherwise, a sum of money to carry out said purposes; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

(By: Board of Selectmen) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

 

ARTICLE 7.  PURCHASE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate by taxation, by transfer from available 

funds, by borrowing or otherwise, a sum of money and to authorize the DPW Director, in 

conjunction with other Town Departments, to purchase surplus government equipment for 

the Town; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 
 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding:  $1.00 from Free Cash 

 

ARTICLE 8. TOWN PROPERTY AUCTION 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to sell at public auction 

any of the property which the Town may have acquired or may hereafter acquire through 

proceedings based upon non-payment of taxes or under proceedings for the sale of lands 

of low value, to impose upon the property so sold such restrictions, reservations or 

conditions as shall be deemed expedient, and to execute quitclaim deeds and other 

instruments thereto; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

(By: Board of Selectmen) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 
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ARTICLE 9. HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept and enter into 

contracts for the expenditure of funds allotted by the State under authorization of Chapter 

90 of the General Laws, (as pertaining to Highway Funds) for the construction, 

reconstruction, and improvement of Town roads, said funds to be borrowed in anticipation 

of State Revenue; and expended under the direction of the DPW Director; or act or do 

anything in relation thereto. 

(By: DPW Director) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

 

ARTICLE 10. AMEND FY2020 ANNUAL OPERATING BUDGET 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 1 of the 2019 Annual Town Meeting by 

reducing, adding to, deleting, amending appropriations or transferring funds from various 

sources into items within said Article 1; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 
       

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding as listed below: 

 

To Account Description Total Funding Source 

7030-49700 Unemployment Trust Fund $300,000 Free Cash 

1000-423 Snow & Ice Deficit $190,000 Free Cash 

 Total $490,000  
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ARTICLE 11. AMEND FY2020 TRASH ENTERPRISE BUDGET 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 2 of the 2019 Annual Town Meeting by 

reducing, adding to, deleting, amending appropriations or transferring funds from various 

sources into items within said Article 2; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 
 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

The Finance Committee took No Action at this time, as they were informed the  

Article would be passed over 

 

 

ARTICLE 12. AMEND FY2020 WATER ENTERPRISE BUDGET 
 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 3 of the 2019 Annual Town Meeting by 

reducing, adding to, deleting, amending appropriations or transferring funds from various 

sources into items within said Article 3; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

In an amount not to exceed $40,000 from the Water Operating Budget 
 

Funding Source Account Description Amount 

Operating Budget 0200-51000 Salaries ($40,000) 

Operating Budget 0200-52000 Expenses $40,000 

 

ARTICLE 13. AMEND FY2020 SEWER ENTERPRISE BUDGET 

To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 4 of the 2019 Annual Town Meeting by 

reducing, adding to, deleting, amending appropriations or transferring funds from various 

sources into items within said Article 4; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 
 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

The Finance Committee took No Action at this time, as they were informed the  

Article would be passed over 
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ARTICLE 14. CAPITAL OUTLAY – (Expenditures $50,000 & Over) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money and to determine how 

such appropriation shall be raised, whether by taxation, by transfer from available funds, by 

borrowing or otherwise, and if by borrowing to authorize the issuance and sale of general 

obligation bonds or notes of the Town therefore for the purpose of financing the purchase, 

lease/purchase, construction, reconstruction and/or engineering costs associated with various 

capital outlay items or improvements proposed by Town Departments, Boards or 

Committees; and to authorize contracts for such purposes for terms of up to or in excess of 

three years; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

The Finance Committee took No Action at this time, as they were informed the  

Article would be passed over 

 

  
 

ARTICLE 15. NON-CAPITAL OUTLAY – (Expenditures of Less Than $50,000) 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money and to determine how 

such appropriation shall be raised, whether by transfer of available funds, by taxation, by 

borrowing or otherwise, and if by borrowing to authorize the issuance and sale of general 

obligation bonds or notes of the Town therefore for the purpose of financing the purchase of 

various non-capital outlay items or improvements proposed by Town Departments, Boards 

or Committees, and, as may be appropriate, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into 

lease/purchase agreements of up to or exceeding three years; or act or do anything in relation 

thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

The Finance Committee took No Action at this time, as they were informed the  

Article would be passed over 
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ARTICLE 16. COMMISSION ON DISABILITY 

To see if the Town will vote to formally accept the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, 

section 8J, confirm the vote taken under Article 5 of the October 11, 2000 Special Town 

Meeting inserting Chapter 20, “Commission on Disability”, in the Town of Bellingham 

Code of By-Laws, and accept the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, section 22G, 

allowing all funds received from fines assessed for violations of handicap parking to be 

deposited in a separate account to be used solely for the benefit of persons with disabilities; 

or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

      (By: Commission on Disability) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

 
    

     

 

ARTICLE 17.  DISCONTINUANCE OF LAFAYETTE STREET (PORTION) 

To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to G.L., C. 82, Section 21, to discontinue as a Town 

way a portion of the roadway known as Lafayette Street, which portion is shown as 

“Lafayette Street (Paper Street) To Be Abandoned” on a plan entitled “Street 

Discontinuance Plan for Lafayette Street (Paper Street) Situated at 370 Pulaski Boulevard 

Bellingham, MA,” dated October 1, 2019, prepared by Garofalo & Associates, Inc., a copy 

of which plan is on file with the Town Clerk, and to transfer the care, custody and control 

of said discontinued portion from the Board of Selectmen for public way purposes to the 

Board of Selectmen for general municipal purposes and/or for the purpose of conveyance, 

and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to convey and/or release all the Town’s 

right, title and interest in said discontinued portion of Lafayette Street on such terms and 

conditions, and for such consideration, as the Board of Selectmen deems appropriate; or to 

take any other action relative thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Planning Board 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 
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ARTICLE 18.  GRANT OF EASEMENT – DONATED OPEN SPACE - EXCHANGE  

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant a non-exclusive 

access easement, for the purposes of passing and repassing by motor vehicle for all 

purposes for which public streets are used in the Town of Bellingham, over those certain 

parcels of Town-owned property shown as “Proposed Easement Area to Be acquired for 

Access (760 sf.)” and “Proposed Easement Area Within South Main Street, Right of Way 

for Access (265 sf.)” on a plan entitled “Proposed Easement Plan for the Proposed CVS 

Pharmacy, situated on A.P. 94, Lots 129, 130, 167 & 168, Pulaski Boulevard (Route 126), 

Bellingham, MA Prepared for Coast Realty Associates,” dated January 2012 and revised on 

April 9, 2013, prepared by Garofalo & Associates, Inc., and further to authorize the Board 

of Selectmen to acquire, by purchase, gift, and/or eminent domain and in exchange for the 

foregoing easement on the Town-owned property, the fee in and to parcels of land shown as 

“Donated Town Open Space” (3,822 sf.) and “Portion of Existing Easement to be Returned 

to Town (780 sf.)” on the foregoing plan for any purpose(s) which the Town deems 

appropriate, or take any action necessary and appropriate with regard thereto. 

(By: Board of Selectmen) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

 
 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 19.  GRANT OF EASEMENT – PULASKI SIDEWALK AND TRAFFIC LOOP 

AT CVS 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire, for public way 

purposes and by purchase, gift, and/or eminent domain, an easement on a parcel of land 

shown as “Permanent Access & Loop Detector Easement (2,810 S.F.)” on a plan entitled 

“Permanent Easement Plan for the Proposed CVS Pharmacy Situated On: A.P. 94, Lots, 

129, 130, 167 & 168 Pulaski Blvd. (Rte. 126) Bellingham, MA”, dated March 2013 and 

revised on May 23, 2013, and September 18, 2019, prepared by Garofalo & Associates, 

Inc., on such terms and conditions as the Board of Selectmen deems appropriate; or take 

any other action relative thereto. 

(By: Board of Selectmen) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 
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ARTICLE 20.  GRANT OF EASEMENT – PULASKI SIDEWALK AT IRVING GAS 

STATION 

To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire, for public way 

purposes, including, without limitation, for public sidewalk purposes, and by purchase, gift, 

and/or eminent domain, an easement on a portion of property located at 310 Pulaski 

Boulevard, shown as “Proposed Sidewalk Easement” on a plan entitled “Easement Plan”, 

dated April 24, 2019, prepared by MHF Design Consultants, Inc., a copy of which is on file 

with the Town Clerk, and being a portion of the premises described in a deed recorded with 

the Norfolk Registry of Deeds in Book 35679, Page 520, on such terms and conditions as 

the Board of Selectmen deems in the best interests of the Town; or act or do anything in 

relation thereto. 
 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

 
 

 

 

ARTICLE 21.  ABANDON CONSTRUCTION EASEMENTS TO DAMON & HIXON 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to release, on such terms 

and conditions and for such consideration, which may be nominal consideration, as the 

Board of Selectmen deems appropriate, any construction easements held by the Town in 

and on the parcels of land located at 52 Hixon Street (Map 17 Parcel 0001-0001) and 48 

Hixon Street (Map 17 Parcels 0001-0002) and shown as “Exist. 30’ Wide Construction 

Easements” on a plan entitled “Definitive Subdivision Plan Hillside Estates Bellingham, 

Massachusetts”, dated August 20, 2013, and recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds 

in Plan Book 630, Page 85, as said easements are no longer required for said purposes;  or 

act or do anything related thereto. 

      (By: DPW Director) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 
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ARTICLE 22.  CHARLES RIVER GROVE BELLINGHAM DRAINAGE AND 

ROADWAY PARCEL ACQUISITION 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by gift, 

purchase, and/or take by eminent domain or to accept a deed or deeds to the Town parcels 

noted on the Tax Assessor’s records as Map 40 Parcel 82 (Norfolk Registry of Deeds Book 

11216 Page 548) to allow for improvement to the storm drain system and to establish 

ownership of traveled ways in First, Second, Third, and Middle Avenue; and to raise and 

appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money for the purposes of this Article 

including any related expenses; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

      (By:  DPW Director) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding as listed below: 

 

Department Amount Funding Source 

DPW – Land Acquisition 

for Easements 

$17,500 Free Cash 
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ARTICLE 23.  TOWN CENTER INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT EASEMENTS 

 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire, by gift, 

purchase, and/or eminent domain and on such terms as the Board of Selectmen deems 

appropriate, the fee in and/or permanent and temporary roadway, drainage, access and/or 

utility easements as may be necessary or convenient to undertake the Town Center Project, 

including, without limitation, the construction, maintenance and repair of improvements 

made at the intersection of Route 140 North Main and Mechanic Street and Route 126 

North and South Main Street, Bellingham, in, on and under the parcels of land shown on 

plans entitled “Bellingham Town Center Intersection Improvements Easement Plan”, 

prepared by CHA Consulting, Inc., dated March 6, 2020, copies of which will be on file 

with the Town Clerk’s Office 14 days before the Town Meeting, and land within 30 feet of 

said parcels; and, further,  to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of 

money for the foregoing purposes including any costs incidental or related thereto, or act or 

do anything in relation thereto. 
(By:  DPW Director) 

 

The Finance Committee Recommendation to be provided at Town Meeting  
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ARTICLE 24.  INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS & RELATED WORK AT 

ROUTE 126 AT ROUTE 140 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, whether by transfer of available 

funds, by taxation, by borrowing or otherwise, a sum of money for the purpose of financing 

the cost of engineering, construction, police details, utility relocation, project site inspection 

and any other incidental and related project costs associated with the construction of the 

proposed Intersection Improvements and Related Work at Route 126 at Route 140, 

approximate extent of the project is Mechanic Street from Centerville Lane to Mendon 

Street, on Mendon Street from North Main Street to the Town Common entrance, on North 

Main Street from Mendon Street to the Town Common entrance, South Main Street from 

Mendon Street to just north of the driveway to 1191 South Main Street; source of said 

funds to be determined by the Board of Selectmen; or act or do anything related thereto. 

       

      (By: DPW Director) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding as listed below: 

 

Funding Source Description Amount 

Borrowing DPW – Intersection 

Improvements 

$1,000,000 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 25.  DRINKING WATER TREATMENT PILOTING AND 

ENGINEERING  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money to complete the 

engineering and piloting of treatment processes modifications for the Hartford Avenue 

drinking water filtration plant to control the contaminant Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl 

Substances (PFAS) in plant effluent, including all incidental and related expenses, such 

appropriation shall be raised, whether by transfer of available funds, by taxation, by 

borrowing or otherwise, and if by borrowing to authorize the issuance and sale of general 

obligation bonds or notes of the Town and/or to authorize the Town to borrow said funds 

from the Massachusetts Clean Water Trust loans or other such means; or act or do anything 

related thereto. 
      

(By: DPW Director) 

 

The Finance Committee took No Action at this time, as they were informed the  

Article would be passed over 
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ARTICLE 26.  BERTINE STREET BELLINGHAM RETAINING WALL AND 

ROADWAY EASEMENTS  

 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by gift, 

purchase, and/or take by eminent domain permanent easements in, on and under a portion 

or portions of parcels of land located on Lakeview Ave with backyards abutting Bertine 

Street and identified as 27 Lakeview Ave (Assessor’s Parcels 69-58), 29 Lakeview Ave 

(Assessor’s Parcels 69-56-29), 31 Lakeview Ave (Assessor’s Parcels 69-56-31), and 35 

Lakeview Ave (Assessor’s Parcels 69-55) and approximately shown on a sketch plan 

entitled “Bertine Street Retaining Wall” dated March 4, 2020 and on file with the Town 

Clerk 14 days before the Town Meeting; and to raise and appropriate, whether by transfer 

of available funds, by taxation, by borrowing or otherwise, a sum of money for the 

purposes of this Article including any related expenses; or act or do anything in relation 

thereto. 

 

      (By DPW Director) 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 
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ARTICLE 27.  TRANSFER TO GROUP HEALTH INSURANCE TRUST FUND 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money from Free Cash and to transfer 

said sum to the Group Health Insurance Trust Fund; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

The Finance Committee recommends passing over this Article 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 28.  TRANSFER TO COMPENSATED ABSENCES TRUST 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money from Free Cash and to transfer 

said sum to the Compensated Absences Fund; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding as listed below: 

 

Funding Source Description Amount 

Free Cash Replenish Reserves $50,000 

 
 

 

 

ARTICLE 29.  TRANSFER TO MUNICIPAL INSURANCE TRUST  

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money from Free Cash and to transfer 

said sum to the Municipal Insurance Trust; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 

 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 
 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding as listed below: 
 

Funding Source Description Amount 

Free Cash Replenish Reserves $50,000 
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ARTICLE 30.  TRANSFER TO WORKERS COMPENSATION TRUST 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money from Free Cash and to transfer 

said sum to the Workers Compensation Trust Fund; or act or do anything in relation thereto. 
 

      (By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding as listed below: 
 

Funding Source Description Amount 

Free Cash Replenish Reserves $25,000 

 

 

ARTICLE 31.  UNPAID BILLS 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money by taxation, by transfer 

from available funds, or otherwise for the payment of certain unpaid bills; or act or do 
anything in relation thereto. 

(By: Board of Selectmen) 

 

RECOMMENDED by the Finance Committee 

Funding as listed below: 

 
Funding Source Description Amount 

Free Cash Staples $528 

Free Cash Direct Energy $523 

 Total $1,051 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING THE JUNE 2020 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
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